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PROGRESS OF POLISH ASTRONOMY

Astronomicheskiy Zhurnul, vol 30, lio 6
Moccov [Leningrad, Nov-Dec 1953

Voldemar Zonn

Polish astronomy did not flourish during the 20-year period of capitalistic
control due to lack of coordination between the various observatorles and astro-
nomers, but progressed much during the last 7 postwar years.,

The oldest of Polish observatories is thet of Cracow. Its present director,
T. Banachevicz, uttempted to introduce "cosmic time", which is independent of
terrestrial time and based on minims of eclipsing binaries. He organized obser-
vations of these minima by visual meens with the cooperation of astronomers of
other observaetories. These astronomers were K. Kordylewski, J. Gadomski, A.
Pagaczewskl, I, Witkowski, s. Plotrkowski, I. Szczertuk, P, Pegze, R. Szafraniec,
H, Strezelkowski, and A, Szczepanowa. The Cracow observatory publishes annual
ephemerides of minima of all observable eclipsing binaries. Unforturately, no

conclusive results could be obtained From Fanschewicz's 30-year compilation of
these minima.

The orgenizer and director of Vilna observatory is Prof W. Dziewulski, a
former sssociate of Prof K. Schwarzschild {Goettingen]. Dziewulski's work is K
centered on observation of Cepheides., He was assisted in his research by Kowalc-
zewski, Iwanowska, Ehrenfeucht, Zonn, and Gesundheit. !

In 1946, this observutory and its staff werc transferred to Torn. Under
the guidance of Professors Dziewulski ang Ivanovska, their work consisted in
the search for new varisbles ang photometry of' the soler corona. Photographs o
from Greece were used for this lust study.

In 1936, en observatory was founded in Lwow under the initiative and
guidance of Prof Eugen Rybka, who was mainly interested in photographic photo- ;

metry. After the war, the Lwow astronomers moved to Wroclaw where photometry ‘
of variables was continued.

The Yarsaw observatory, before the war under the directorship of Michel
Kemienski, was virtuelly wiped out. The observatory was trensferred to suburban
Ostrowik, where & 25-centimeter reflector constitutes the whole eauipment. Con- i
tinued work on eclipsing binaries is plannec. !

The small observatory of the Wersaw Polytechnic, heuded by Prof Felix Kep-
inski, was slso destroyed curing the war. It prepared and continues to teach new
cadres of geodesists and cartogtephers.

Poznan observatory was founded in 1923. It is directec by Prof I. Witkowski
and its main interest is astrometric observations of minor plenets. Soviet astro-
nomers want this observatory to study [luctuctions of the pole,

The equipment of Polish observatories is derinitely inuwequate wnd, taere~
fore, only nstronomical computations con be successfully accomplished, During
the 20-yesr period compututional vork was cuiried out by Puoil M. Kemienski on
perturbations of the periodic Wolf comet, anc by Prof ¥ cepinski on the Kopff
comet. Prof T. Benuchewicz published his "Cracovians", whicu eve special formulas
for geodesists,
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